Gabor SZECSI

Electronic Media and the Restyling of Political Communication

In the age of electronic communication, a new virtual social space is in the making
which strengthen the cohesion of competing local communication communities, and in which,
therefore, the influence of traditional social and political institutes declines. The new commu-
nication situations created by the use of electronic technologies foster greater emotional at-
tachments to these local communication communities which we choose from among the com-
peting communities deliberately without social and political restriction.

Thanks to this changes the old hegemony of state-structured and territorially-bound
mediated public life is being replaced by networked spaces of communication not tied to ter-
ritory, and not resembling a single public sphere within a nation-state framework. Thus in the
new social space there is a fundamentally new possibility to change the rules of social per-
ception and the conceptualization of the relation between our community and traditional
political institutes of state.

This paper argues that the new multi-channel communication situations created by the
use of electronic technologies have a significant impact on politicans who address so many
different types of people simultaneously. The aim of my essay is to show how the networked
spaces of multi-channel electronic communication transform the style and content of political
communication and, thus, our expectations and interpretation strategies concerning the politi-
cal performances.

Géabor SZECSI Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Philosophical Research, Hungarian
Academy of Sciences; Professor, Philosophy Department, University of Pécs. Research in-
terests: Epistemology, theories of communication, analytical philosophy of language, mental-
ist theories of language, the relation between intentionality and linguistic meaning, the history
of communication technologies and their influence on language and mind. Some main publi-
cations: ,,Intentionality and Meaning”, in J. Bernard and K. Neumer (eds.), Zeichen, Sprache,
Bewusstsein, Wien, OGS/ISSS, 1994; “Contextualism and Intentionalism”, Semiotische Be-
richte 2 (1997); “Kritik des Instrumentalismus”, Jahrbuch der Internationalen Georg Lukacs-
Gesellschaft, Bielefeld: Aisthesis Verlag, 2001; “Language and Community
in the Age of Electronic Media”, in Kristof Nyiri (ed.), Mobile Democracy:
Essays on Society, Self and Politics, Vienna: Passagen Verlag, 2003; A kom-
munikativ elme (The Communicative Mind), Budapest, Aron Kiado, 2003;
“Electronic Communication and Semantic Globalization”, in Kristof Nyiri
(ed.), A Sense of Place, Vienna: Passagen Verlag, 2005; Kommunikacio és
gondolkodas [Communication and Thinking], Budapest: Aron Kiadd, 2007.
E-mail: szecsi@webmail.phil-inst.hu.




